Director’s Message Winter 2022
Happiness can look very different to different people. For some people, there is nothing better than curling
up all alone with a good book & a cup of tea. For others, happiness is having their family gathered around
in celebration. Some people love the vibrant & dynamic crowds at a sporting event & others prefer quiet,
intimate chats with their best friends. Some people thrive on exploring new horizons & others love old,
faithful routines. Sometimes happiness is simply finding a place to rest. Wherever you find joy, we hope that
you’ll share some with us this season at Marshall District Library.
We held our first Happy Camp last year during the cold, gray of Michigan winter. The response from all of
you was so positive that we decided we wanted to welcome this New Year with some similar Happy Camp
offerings. Last year at MDL started with jamborees & mindfulness & ended with scavenger hunts &
gratitude paintings. We started new projects like Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library & our Library of Things.
We learned to play ukulele & went on an animal safari with many of our local business friends. We played
outside & explored our community. We feel lucky to have had so many who are willing to explore, engage, & learn with us.
This year’s Happy Camp has something for everyone. If you’re looking to get active, you can join us for our Happy Camp Virtual Move
Challenge, which encourages participants to walk or run 10 (or 100) miles. If you’re looking for activities to do in solitude, we have
reading challenges, coloring, activity kits, & journaling. For gatherings in your home, we have board games, educational toys, &
technology available to check out from our Library of Things. We’re looking forward to adding new things to this collection in the new
year. If you’re looking to meet up with others in person, join us for activities like Outdoor Storytime or our Fireside Book Chats. We
will also have opportunities to meet together virtually to practice mindfulness, participate in laughter yoga (cameras optional but
encouraged), or create crafts together.
The last two years have looked a little different at MDL & in the greater world. We know that it hasn’t been easy for anyone to navigate
all of the changes in so many areas of their lives. Please rest assured that the Marshall District Library staff hasn’t changed. We are
still here for you. We plan to be here on the bright days & the gray days. We are still happy to help you with any questions you may have
& we are still grateful to serve the Marshall community. If you have any questions or suggestions about library services, please contact
me at 269.781.7821 x1100 or semiferoa@yourmdl.org.
~Angela Semifero, Library Director

End-of-2021 Fun

Marshall District Library is tax-supported by Eckford, Fredonia, Marengo, & Marshall Townships & the City of Marshall.
Board Meetings
January 18
February 8

Board meetings are open to the public & are held at 7 pm. If a sign language interpreter is needed
at a program or a meeting, please contact the library at least five business days prior.

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Jan—Feb 2022 / Marshall District Library / www.yourmdl.org / 269.781.7821
Monday - Thursday 10-8:30
Friday & Saturday 10-5:30
Closed Jan 1

WHAT’S HAPPENING

WHAT’S HAPPENING

For Teens

For Adults

Happy Camp Happy Hour:
Chopped
Tue, Jan 18, 6:30—8 pm

Happy Camp Loot Bundles

Tech Times

January & February Bundles Available!

Mondays, 6—8 pm
Wednesdays, 1—3 pm

If you haven't tried our Teens-Only Subscription yet, Happy
Camp is the time to register! Every month you get fun items
to keep, supplies for hands-on projects, & BEST OF ALL, a
library book selected to match your interests!
In January, you get to keep everything but the library book &
there's no meet-up. This month will include a DIY Journal
for 2022 & a fleece tie blanket! Supplies are limited.
Registration required by Jan. 12; Grades 6-12 only. To
register for Jan., complete this form https://bit.ly/3xYtYtY.
In February, you get to keep everything but the library book
& there's no meet-up. This month will include a Happy
Camp Coffee Mug, a cooking challenge kit, & some grownup coloring supplies! Supplies are limited. Registration
required by Feb. 9; Grades 6-12 only. To register for Feb.,
complete this form https://bit.ly/3xYhGBC.

TECHNOLOGY TO BORROW
Now Loaning Chromebooks for up to 2 weeks!







Create, edit, share, or print documents, spreadsheets,
& presentations.
For school, work, or pleasure use.
Use Office Online & edit your Microsoft Office documents.
Surf the web, pay your bills, shop online, check your
email, & watch movies.
Access to Google Play store for Android apps, tools,
games, etc.
Must be 18 or older to borrow.

Mobile Hotspots available for up to 2 weeks!



Can be used almost anywhere to create a wireless network
allowing for connection to the Internet on a WiFi device.
Must be 18 or older to borrow.

INTERNET ACCESS POINTS
High Speed internet access is now available 24/7
outside of the following locations:
Eckford Community Center
99 Maple Street, Homer, MI 49245

MiLibrary Winter Quest

Teens-Only Online Scavenger Hunt

Michigan teens, we need your help! The world famous
thief Lupin has struck again! This time he pilfered the
laptop of a best selling Michigan author containing the
only copy of their latest novel.
Please help us find where Lupin has stashed the laptop by
decoding his taunting notes to Inspector Skirmish before
the draft is due on Mar. 15. MiLibraryQuest: Mystery Edition
starts on Feb. 1 so get those mystery muscles stretched &
primed for a great new case to solve.
Learn more about the Quest at mi.gov/MiLibraryQuest or
our library website’s event calendar. The MiLibraryQuest
challenge is made up of public libraries across Michigan &
is supported in part by the Library of Michigan.

Marengo Township Hall
14021 23 Mile Rd, Albion, MI 49224
Marshall Township Hall
13551 Myron Avery Drive, Marshall, MI 49068
Fredonia Township Hall
8803 17 Mile Rd, Marshall, MI 49068
Open wireless Internet access is also available
outside the Marshall District Library building.
The MDL Internet Access Point Project was
paid for by a Federal CARES Act grant to
expand digital network access.
This grant is administered by the
Library of Michigan. All internet access
points conform to filtering guidelines as
established in the Federal Children's
Internet Protection Act (CIPA).

If you need help learning to use your
device or are having a technology issue,
stop in with your questions. Up to 30
minute sessions are available on a firstcome, first-served basis. Sign in at the
Help Desk. Appointments for other
times (& for virtual sessions) are also
available by calling 269.781.7821 x2700
or emailing harmonm@yourmdl.org.
Leave a message & someone will
contact you when it is your turn.
Inquiries sent other times will receive a
response within 24 hours.

Laughter Yoga

Tue, Jan 11, 6:30—7:15 pm

See opposite page for description.

Winter Used Books Sale

Fri & Sat, Jan 14 & 15, 10 am—5:30 pm
See opposite page for description.

Fireside Chat: Book Club
Mon, Jan 17, 6:30—7:30 pm

Join librarian Chelsea Johnson for a
Fireside Chat, where we'll discuss what
books are bringing us happiness &
cheer during Michigan's cold winter
months. The gatherings will be held at
the Ketchum Park pavilion, where we
can light a fire to keep us toasty while
we chat about our favorite fiction (&
nonfiction) stories & characters. Stop by
the library before the event for a list of
recommended happiness-inspiring
titles. As a special winter treat,
registered participants will pick up a
MDL Happy Camp thermal mug & hot
chocolate packet ahead of the event to
bring along. Registration required by
Jan. 14; in case of poor weather,
program will meet via Zoom. Watch
social media or contact the library for
weather updates.

Limited ingredients, limited time, but
unlimited creativity - it's time to play
Chopped. Set up near your cooking station
& wait to hear the special ingredients you
must use for your unique dish. Lucky for
you, the only judge is yourself (& maybe a
household member or two). Show off your
cooking chops with fellow Happy Hour
cooking competition enthusiasts. Kits of
ingredients provided. Registration required
by Jan. 11 to attend; program hosted
virtually via Zoom.

Mindfulness Mondays

Mondays, Jan 24 & 31, Feb 7 & 14,
6:30—7 pm

Start the week off right by taking a moment
to step away from the world & check in with
yourself. Monday is the first day of a brand
new week, a fresh start, a time to reflect, an
opportunity to tap into the power of your
mind! Practicing mindfulness can help you
reap the benefits of the present moment,
allowing you to start the week with a
reminder to be present no matter what the
week throws at you. Join Jessica McCrumb
of Otterdance Yoga for a half hour of
practice. Registration for any week gives
you access to all four. Registration required;
program hosted virtually via Zoom.

Adult Craft: Macramé Coaster
Tue, Jan 25, 6:30—8 pm

Join us for an evening
of mindful making as
we explore the art of
macramé.
This beginner-friendly
project is the perfect
starting point for
anyone looking to dive
into
creating beautiful &
functional art using
cotton cord. Kit of
supplies provided.
Registration required by
Jan. 18 to attend; Ages
18+ only. Program
hosted virtually via Zoom.

All programs are FREE & open to the public. Space for some programs is limited.
Watch your email for a response within 24-48 hours. As space & supplies are limited,
your email will either confirm your registration or alert you to waitlist status. Program
emails come from mdleventregistration@marshalldistrictlibrary.org if you would like to
search for them &/or alert your email that it is not spam. Emails often include Zoom
information & other program details including kit pick-up dates as applicable.
(If you do not have regular email access, you may contact our Help Desk for
assistance with registration.)

January Jamboree

Fri, Jan 28, 6—7:30 pm

See youth section for description.

Reflect & Shine Session
Tue, Feb 1, 6:30—8 pm

Let's reflect back on 2020 & 2021 with
honest eyes & open hearts so we can
shine in 2022. This session will be a
guided time of individual reflection
done with others via Zoom. Bring
your timekeepers (calendar, planner,
journal, camera roll on your phone,
social media feeds, etc.) to help with
retrospection. We'll honor, release,
give gratitude, & hone in on what to
bring forward from the last few years.
This program will be staff-led; only
pencil & paper required. Registration
required; program hosted virtually via
Zoom.

Birding vs. Birdwatching
Tue, Feb 8, 6:30—7:30 pm

Join photographer & birder Greg Bodke
as he demonstrates the joys of birding
you can have both in your backyard &
in our local area. Greg will share the
differences between birding & birdwatching, how to attract more birds
to your yard, types of seed, feeders, &
how to care for them, & stories from
the field while birding. Novice &
aspiring birders alike will benefit from
the program. Greg has birded in all of
Michigan’s 83 counties & across most
of North America. He is excited to
report he saw his 345th Michigan bird
species in October 2021. He has also
been a winner in multiple amateur
photo contests including the overall
winner in MI Nature Association’s
Photo Contest in both 2020 & 2021!
Registration required by Feb. 7;
program hosted virtually via Zoom.

Continued on Next Page...
Registration required.
Please visit the Help Desk, call
269.781.7821 x1000, or register
online at www.yourmdl.org/events.

WHAT’S HAPPENING
For Adults—Continued

WHAT’S HAPPENING
For Youth

Happy Camp January Jamboree
Fri, Jan 28, 6—7:30 pm

Meet us at the big virtual Happy Camp Lodge to
celebrate the end of January TOGETHER! We'll
provide a kit of supplies & treats. Don't miss this
chance to have an evening of fun provided for
your family by the library! All ages invited to the
Zoom party; kits ready on Jan. 14. Pick up your kit
on time to practice for the evening's challenges!
Register at https://bit.ly/JamJam2022

Happy Camp Happy Hour:
Drink the Wild
Tue, Feb 15, 6:30—7:30 pm

Join author Angie
Jackson, aka "The
Traveling Elixir
Fixer" for a journey
into the wild. Angie
will host a Woodsto-Glass Toddy Tea
Time where she will
demonstrate how
to prepare an elixir in toddy tea form
using ingredients that have been
ethically harvested & foraged in the
wilds of Michigan to create a tantalizing
non-alcoholic winter wellness hot toddy
or tea punch. Attendees will receive a
kit of ingredients to use during the
virtual demonstration featuring Bear
Earth Herbal Tea from Kingsley, MI.
Ages 18+ only; registration required by
Feb. 7. Program hosted via Zoom.

Virtual PokePalooza
Sat, Jan 29, 3—4 pm

Professor Maple invites all experienced
Pokemon Trainers, & those interested in starting
their journey, to this special Pokemon Party. Test
your knowledge of these extraordinary creatures,
compete in iconic games, & enjoy the company
of other Poke-fans! All trainers welcome, whether
you play the video games, challenge others with
trading cards, or watch the anime on repeat.
Registration required by Jan. 17. Grades 2-6 are
invited to this Zoom party; kits ready on Jan. 22.

Fireside Chat: Book Club
Mon, Feb 21, 6:30—7:30 pm

See Jan. 17 description. Registration
required by Feb. 18; in case of poor
weather, program will meet via Zoom.
Watch social media or contact the
library for weather updates.

Adult Craft: Canvas Creations
Tue Feb 22, 6:30—7:30 pm

Follow along
with library
assistant
Amanda
Willerick
as she
guides you
in Painting a
Wish. This
canvas is
meant to
serve as a
friendly
reminder to
yourself or
friend, with both the process & product
providing an opportunity to practice
mindfulness. This program is great for
those just learning how to paint with
acrylics. Kit of supplies provided.
Registration required by Feb. 15 to
attend; Ages 18+ only. Program hosted
virtually via Zoom.

Happy Camp Outdoor Storytimes

Wednesdays, Jan 12 & Feb 2, 10:30-11 am
Stories, songs, & snow..oh my!

Join us for a half hour filled with all of our preschool program
favorites. Music & movement will be paired with a quick story &
an activity at the fireplace in the Ketchum Mill Race Pavilion.
No registration required. This program is intended for families
with children preschool - 2nd grade & their caregivers. Bundle up &
meet us there! Please watch social media or contact the library in
case of poor weather as outdoor events may be cancelled.

Take-Home
Activity Kits

When you visit the
library, be sure to
stop by the passive
activity table. There
are new kits each
week … with
something for all
ages. This is a fun
way the library can
help you Explore,
Discover, & Grow!

Happy Camp Virtual
Storytime Kits

January & February Kits Available!

Bring Storytime home with YourMDL's
Happy Camp Virtual Storytimes. This
program will include stories, rhymes, &
music activities perfect for preschoolers. Expand early literacy through the
five practices of Talk, Sing, Read, Write,
& Play, as a family on your own time.

Registration required.
Please visit the Help Desk, call
269.781.7821 x1000, or register
online at www.yourmdl.org/events.

Text TALK to 75547 to Sign Up!

TALK sends 8-10 fun activity suggestions each month
that parents & caregivers with children 5 & under can do
any time to build school readiness skills. Developed by
librarians, TALK encourages parents to read, write, sing,
talk, & play with their little ones everyday. Each texted
activity increases back-&-forth parent/child conversations
& provides opportunities for little ones to learn through
exploration. Get a head start on the road to success!
Sign up today for free!

Become a Rockstar Reader!

This is a free, self-paced program
to help your child prepare for school
success! For every 100 books read,
your child will receive a free book.
If your child completes all 1,000
books before entering Kindergarten,
they will also receive a certificate of
completion. You don’t have to read
1,000 different titles, it’s just 1,000
reads. Storytime books count too!
Ask at the MDL Help Desk or email
Dykwellk@yourmdl.org to register.

Board the Imagination Library Train
All programs are FREE & open to the public. Space for some programs is limited. Watch your email for a response within 24-48
hours. As space & supplies are limited, your email will either confirm
your registration or alert you to waitlist status. Program emails come
from mdleventregistration@marshalldistrictlibrary.org if you would
like to search for them &/or alert your email that it is not spam.
Emails often include Zoom information & other program details including kit pick-up dates as applicable. (If you do not have regular
email access, you may contact our Help Desk for assistance with
registration.)

Sign up today for Dolly Parton's Imagination Library!
Receive free books mailed to your child (birth to age 5)
living in zip codes 49068,
49033, 49029, & 49092. Each
month, each registered child
receives a high-quality, ageappropriate book addressed to
them at no cost to the child's
family. To register your child,
head to the library's website &
click the link at the bottom of
the homepage, or pick up a
brochure at the library.

Teen Events on Next Page...

WHAT’S HAPPENING
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
For Youth

Happy Camp January Jamboree
Fri, Jan 28, 6—7:30 pm

Meet us at the big virtual Happy Camp Lodge to
celebrate the end of January TOGETHER! We'll
provide a kit of supplies & treats. Don't miss this
chance to have an evening of fun provided for
your family by the library! All ages invited to the
Zoom party; kits ready on Jan. 14. Pick up your kit
on time to practice for the evening's challenges!
Register at https://bit.ly/JamJam2022

Happy Camp Happy Hour:
Drink the Wild
Tue, Feb 15, 6:30—7:30 pm

Join author Angie
Jackson, aka "The
Traveling Elixir
Fixer" for a journey
into the wild. Angie
will host a Woodsto-Glass Toddy Tea
Time where she will
demonstrate how
to prepare an elixir in toddy tea form
using ingredients that have been
ethically harvested & foraged in the
wilds of Michigan to create a tantalizing
non-alcoholic winter wellness hot toddy
or tea punch. Attendees will receive a
kit of ingredients to use during the
virtual demonstration featuring Bear
Earth Herbal Tea from Kingsley, MI.
Ages 18+ only; registration required by
Feb. 7. Program hosted via Zoom.

Virtual PokePalooza
Sat, Jan 29, 3—4 pm

Professor Maple invites all experienced
Pokemon Trainers, & those interested in starting
their journey, to this special Pokemon Party. Test
your knowledge of these extraordinary creatures,
compete in iconic games, & enjoy the company
of other Poke-fans! All trainers welcome, whether
you play the video games, challenge others with
trading cards, or watch the anime on repeat.
Registration required by Jan. 17. Grades 2-6 are
invited to this Zoom party; kits ready on Jan. 22.

Fireside Chat: Book Club
Mon, Feb 21, 6:30—7:30 pm

See Jan. 17 description. Registration
required by Feb. 18; in case of poor
weather, program will meet via Zoom.
Watch social media or contact the
library for weather updates.

Adult Craft: Canvas Creations
Tue Feb 22, 6:30—7:30 pm

Follow along
with library
assistant
Amanda
Willerick
as she
guides you
in Painting a
Wish. This
canvas is
meant to
serve as a
friendly
reminder to
yourself or
friend, with both the process & product
providing an opportunity to practice
mindfulness. This program is great for
those just learning how to paint with
acrylics. Kit of supplies provided.
Registration required by Feb. 15 to
attend; Ages 18+ only. Program hosted
virtually via Zoom.

Happy Camp Outdoor Storytimes

Wednesdays, Jan 12 & Feb 2, 10:30-11 am
Stories, songs, & snow..oh my!

Join us for a half hour filled with all of our preschool program
favorites. Music & movement will be paired with a quick story &
an activity at the fireplace in the Ketchum Mill Race Pavilion.
No registration required. This program is intended for families
with children preschool - 2nd grade & their caregivers. Bundle up &
meet us there! Please watch social media or contact the library in
case of poor weather as outdoor events may be cancelled.

Take-Home
Activity Kits

When you visit the
library, be sure to
stop by the passive
activity table. There
are new kits each
week … with
something for all
ages. This is a fun
way the library can
help you Explore,
Discover, & Grow!

Happy Camp Virtual
Storytime Kits

January & February Kits Available!

Bring Storytime home with YourMDL's
Happy Camp Virtual Storytimes. This
program will include stories, rhymes, &
music activities perfect for preschoolers. Expand early literacy through the
five practices of Talk, Sing, Read, Write,
& Play, as a family on your own time.

Registration required.
Please visit the Help Desk, call
269.781.7821 x1000, or register
online at www.yourmdl.org/events.

Text TALK to 75547 to Sign Up!

TALK sends 8-10 fun activity suggestions each month
that parents & caregivers with children 5 & under can do
any time to build school readiness skills. Developed by
librarians, TALK encourages parents to read, write, sing,
talk, & play with their little ones everyday. Each texted
activity increases back-&-forth parent/child conversations
& provides opportunities for little ones to learn through
exploration. Get a head start on the road to success!
Sign up today for free!

Become a Rockstar Reader!

This is a free, self-paced program
to help your child prepare for school
success! For every 100 books read,
your child will receive a free book.
If your child completes all 1,000
books before entering Kindergarten,
they will also receive a certificate of
completion. You don’t have to read
1,000 different titles, it’s just 1,000
reads. Storytime books count too!
Ask at the MDL Help Desk or email
Dykwellk@yourmdl.org to register.

Board the Imagination Library Train
All programs are FREE & open to the public. Space for some programs is limited. Watch your email for a response within 24-48
hours. As space & supplies are limited, your email will either confirm
your registration or alert you to waitlist status. Program emails come
from mdleventregistration@marshalldistrictlibrary.org if you would
like to search for them &/or alert your email that it is not spam.
Emails often include Zoom information & other program details including kit pick-up dates as applicable. (If you do not have regular
email access, you may contact our Help Desk for assistance with
registration.)

Sign up today for Dolly Parton's Imagination Library!
Receive free books mailed to your child (birth to age 5)
living in zip codes 49068,
49033, 49029, & 49092. Each
month, each registered child
receives a high-quality, ageappropriate book addressed to
them at no cost to the child's
family. To register your child,
head to the library's website &
click the link at the bottom of
the homepage, or pick up a
brochure at the library.

Teen Events on Next Page...

WHAT’S HAPPENING

WHAT’S HAPPENING

For Teens

For Adults

Happy Camp Happy Hour:
Chopped
Tue, Jan 18, 6:30—8 pm

Happy Camp Loot Bundles

Tech Times

January & February Bundles Available!

Mondays, 6—8 pm
Wednesdays, 1—3 pm

If you haven't tried our Teens-Only Subscription yet, Happy
Camp is the time to register! Every month you get fun items
to keep, supplies for hands-on projects, & BEST OF ALL, a
library book selected to match your interests!
In January, you get to keep everything but the library book &
there's no meet-up. This month will include a DIY Journal
for 2022 & a fleece tie blanket! Supplies are limited.
Registration required by Jan. 12; Grades 6-12 only. To
register for Jan., complete this form https://bit.ly/3xYtYtY.
In February, you get to keep everything but the library book
& there's no meet-up. This month will include a Happy
Camp Coffee Mug, a cooking challenge kit, & some grownup coloring supplies! Supplies are limited. Registration
required by Feb. 9; Grades 6-12 only. To register for Feb.,
complete this form https://bit.ly/3xYhGBC.

TECHNOLOGY TO BORROW
Now Loaning Chromebooks for up to 2 weeks!







Create, edit, share, or print documents, spreadsheets,
& presentations.
For school, work, or pleasure use.
Use Office Online & edit your Microsoft Office documents.
Surf the web, pay your bills, shop online, check your
email, & watch movies.
Access to Google Play store for Android apps, tools,
games, etc.
Must be 18 or older to borrow.

Mobile Hotspots available for up to 2 weeks!



Can be used almost anywhere to create a wireless network
allowing for connection to the Internet on a WiFi device.
Must be 18 or older to borrow.

INTERNET ACCESS POINTS
High Speed internet access is now available 24/7
outside of the following locations:
Eckford Community Center
99 Maple Street, Homer, MI 49245

MiLibrary Winter Quest

Teens-Only Online Scavenger Hunt

Michigan teens, we need your help! The world famous
thief Lupin has struck again! This time he pilfered the
laptop of a best selling Michigan author containing the
only copy of their latest novel.
Please help us find where Lupin has stashed the laptop by
decoding his taunting notes to Inspector Skirmish before
the draft is due on Mar. 15. MiLibraryQuest: Mystery Edition
starts on Feb. 1 so get those mystery muscles stretched &
primed for a great new case to solve.
Learn more about the Quest at mi.gov/MiLibraryQuest or
our library website’s event calendar. The MiLibraryQuest
challenge is made up of public libraries across Michigan &
is supported in part by the Library of Michigan.

Marengo Township Hall
14021 23 Mile Rd, Albion, MI 49224
Marshall Township Hall
13551 Myron Avery Drive, Marshall, MI 49068
Fredonia Township Hall
8803 17 Mile Rd, Marshall, MI 49068
Open wireless Internet access is also available
outside the Marshall District Library building.
The MDL Internet Access Point Project was
paid for by a Federal CARES Act grant to
expand digital network access.
This grant is administered by the
Library of Michigan. All internet access
points conform to filtering guidelines as
established in the Federal Children's
Internet Protection Act (CIPA).

If you need help learning to use your
device or are having a technology issue,
stop in with your questions. Up to 30
minute sessions are available on a firstcome, first-served basis. Sign in at the
Help Desk. Appointments for other
times (& for virtual sessions) are also
available by calling 269.781.7821 x2700
or emailing harmonm@yourmdl.org.
Leave a message & someone will
contact you when it is your turn.
Inquiries sent other times will receive a
response within 24 hours.

Laughter Yoga

Tue, Jan 11, 6:30—7:15 pm

See opposite page for description.

Winter Used Books Sale

Fri & Sat, Jan 14 & 15, 10 am—5:30 pm
See opposite page for description.

Fireside Chat: Book Club
Mon, Jan 17, 6:30—7:30 pm

Join librarian Chelsea Johnson for a
Fireside Chat, where we'll discuss what
books are bringing us happiness &
cheer during Michigan's cold winter
months. The gatherings will be held at
the Ketchum Park pavilion, where we
can light a fire to keep us toasty while
we chat about our favorite fiction (&
nonfiction) stories & characters. Stop by
the library before the event for a list of
recommended happiness-inspiring
titles. As a special winter treat,
registered participants will pick up a
MDL Happy Camp thermal mug & hot
chocolate packet ahead of the event to
bring along. Registration required by
Jan. 14; in case of poor weather,
program will meet via Zoom. Watch
social media or contact the library for
weather updates.

Limited ingredients, limited time, but
unlimited creativity - it's time to play
Chopped. Set up near your cooking station
& wait to hear the special ingredients you
must use for your unique dish. Lucky for
you, the only judge is yourself (& maybe a
household member or two). Show off your
cooking chops with fellow Happy Hour
cooking competition enthusiasts. Kits of
ingredients provided. Registration required
by Jan. 11 to attend; program hosted
virtually via Zoom.

Mindfulness Mondays

Mondays, Jan 24 & 31, Feb 7 & 14,
6:30—7 pm

Start the week off right by taking a moment
to step away from the world & check in with
yourself. Monday is the first day of a brand
new week, a fresh start, a time to reflect, an
opportunity to tap into the power of your
mind! Practicing mindfulness can help you
reap the benefits of the present moment,
allowing you to start the week with a
reminder to be present no matter what the
week throws at you. Join Jessica McCrumb
of Otterdance Yoga for a half hour of
practice. Registration for any week gives
you access to all four. Registration required;
program hosted virtually via Zoom.

Adult Craft: Macramé Coaster
Tue, Jan 25, 6:30—8 pm

Join us for an evening
of mindful making as
we explore the art of
macramé.
This beginner-friendly
project is the perfect
starting point for
anyone looking to dive
into
creating beautiful &
functional art using
cotton cord. Kit of
supplies provided.
Registration required by
Jan. 18 to attend; Ages
18+ only. Program
hosted virtually via Zoom.

All programs are FREE & open to the public. Space for some programs is limited.
Watch your email for a response within 24-48 hours. As space & supplies are limited,
your email will either confirm your registration or alert you to waitlist status. Program
emails come from mdleventregistration@marshalldistrictlibrary.org if you would like to
search for them &/or alert your email that it is not spam. Emails often include Zoom
information & other program details including kit pick-up dates as applicable.
(If you do not have regular email access, you may contact our Help Desk for
assistance with registration.)

January Jamboree

Fri, Jan 28, 6—7:30 pm

See youth section for description.

Reflect & Shine Session
Tue, Feb 1, 6:30—8 pm

Let's reflect back on 2020 & 2021 with
honest eyes & open hearts so we can
shine in 2022. This session will be a
guided time of individual reflection
done with others via Zoom. Bring
your timekeepers (calendar, planner,
journal, camera roll on your phone,
social media feeds, etc.) to help with
retrospection. We'll honor, release,
give gratitude, & hone in on what to
bring forward from the last few years.
This program will be staff-led; only
pencil & paper required. Registration
required; program hosted virtually via
Zoom.

Birding vs. Birdwatching
Tue, Feb 8, 6:30—7:30 pm

Join photographer & birder Greg Bodke
as he demonstrates the joys of birding
you can have both in your backyard &
in our local area. Greg will share the
differences between birding & birdwatching, how to attract more birds
to your yard, types of seed, feeders, &
how to care for them, & stories from
the field while birding. Novice &
aspiring birders alike will benefit from
the program. Greg has birded in all of
Michigan’s 83 counties & across most
of North America. He is excited to
report he saw his 345th Michigan bird
species in October 2021. He has also
been a winner in multiple amateur
photo contests including the overall
winner in MI Nature Association’s
Photo Contest in both 2020 & 2021!
Registration required by Feb. 7;
program hosted virtually via Zoom.

Continued on Next Page...
Registration required.
Please visit the Help Desk, call
269.781.7821 x1000, or register
online at www.yourmdl.org/events.

Director’s Message Winter 2022
Happiness can look very different to different people. For some people, there is nothing better than curling
up all alone with a good book & a cup of tea. For others, happiness is having their family gathered around
in celebration. Some people love the vibrant & dynamic crowds at a sporting event & others prefer quiet,
intimate chats with their best friends. Some people thrive on exploring new horizons & others love old,
faithful routines. Sometimes happiness is simply finding a place to rest. Wherever you find joy, we hope that
you’ll share some with us this season at Marshall District Library.
We held our first Happy Camp last year during the cold, gray of Michigan winter. The response from all of
you was so positive that we decided we wanted to welcome this New Year with some similar Happy Camp
offerings. Last year at MDL started with jamborees & mindfulness & ended with scavenger hunts &
gratitude paintings. We started new projects like Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library & our Library of Things.
We learned to play ukulele & went on an animal safari with many of our local business friends. We played
outside & explored our community. We feel lucky to have had so many who are willing to explore, engage, & learn with us.
This year’s Happy Camp has something for everyone. If you’re looking to get active, you can join us for our Happy Camp Virtual Move
Challenge, which encourages participants to walk or run 10 (or 100) miles. If you’re looking for activities to do in solitude, we have
reading challenges, coloring, activity kits, & journaling. For gatherings in your home, we have board games, educational toys, &
technology available to check out from our Library of Things. We’re looking forward to adding new things to this collection in the new
year. If you’re looking to meet up with others in person, join us for activities like Outdoor Storytime or our Fireside Book Chats. We
will also have opportunities to meet together virtually to practice mindfulness, participate in laughter yoga (cameras optional but
encouraged), or create crafts together.
The last two years have looked a little different at MDL & in the greater world. We know that it hasn’t been easy for anyone to navigate
all of the changes in so many areas of their lives. Please rest assured that the Marshall District Library staff hasn’t changed. We are
still here for you. We plan to be here on the bright days & the gray days. We are still happy to help you with any questions you may have
& we are still grateful to serve the Marshall community. If you have any questions or suggestions about library services, please contact
me at 269.781.7821 x1100 or semiferoa@yourmdl.org.
~Angela Semifero, Library Director

End-of-2021 Fun

Marshall District Library is tax-supported by Eckford, Fredonia, Marengo, & Marshall Townships & the City of Marshall.
Board Meetings
January 18
February 8

Board meetings are open to the public & are held at 7 pm. If a sign language interpreter is needed
at a program or a meeting, please contact the library at least five business days prior.

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Jan—Feb 2022 / Marshall District Library / www.yourmdl.org / 269.781.7821
Monday - Thursday 10-8:30
Friday & Saturday 10-5:30
Closed Jan 1

